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Inside this issue: 

June 2023 
Newsletter of  the 
Portland Area Sailplane Society 

Note:  The field is located in St. Paul across from the rodeo 
 stadium.  See the detailed map on Page 2 of this newsletter for 
field details and flying restrictions.   

 
Club Officers & Officials 

President 
Bruce Rose 503-848-2228 

Vice President 
Keith Ragsdale  503-680-2427 

Treasurer 
Tom Culmsee  503-358-8421 

Secretary 
Tom Fowler  503-799-5164 

Director 
Martin Baumer  503-560-0492 

Director 
Ken Eaton  541-206-7344 

Contest Coordinator 
Jim Gibson  503-669-7271 

Safety Coordinator 
Tom Culmsee  503-358-8421 

Librarian 
(Position Open) 

Web Page Editor 
Tom Culmsee  503-358-8421  

Newsletter Editor 
Jim Gibson  503-669-7271 

jimgibson6237@gmail.com 
New Club Website 

Passoaring.org 

 
PASS Meeting Notice June 13th: 
The club meeting will be on Tuesday the 13th.  The membership 
will be notified of the meeting location this month via email. 
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St. Paul Field 

NO FLY ZONE-Revised 06-01-21 
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 May 9 PASS Meeting Notes — by Tom Fowler 

What a hoot: 
 
Robin R., Terry E., John L., Ken E., Tom F, and Martin B. showed up at the St. Paul Flying field for the May 
2023 PASS member meeting.  We had a tour of the new club shed and it looks sturdy.  Had some built-in 
shelves.  It looked very nice with the colored metal siding and metal roof.  The field seemed to be in pretty 
good shape and our cars and trucks did not leave tire tracks.  The entry to the field off of the highway has 
an asphalt apron and compacted gravel for a uniform slope from the highway to the field road.   

First Flights of Tom Brightbill’s KA6…………………. 

More photos and video can be found here: 

  https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPxKBm56jrG2m0-

NZtPidyijjb6nEvj0Nc87R31p6L8Zd0JRxU6zV0IyOaNJIIXHQ?

ob-

fsgid=103331439879835980546&email=jimgibson6237@gmail.com&pli=1&key=TWVNOWo5QkQ2ck9BcG53a

W5XZTU1Wk9GS3l3UmFR 

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPxKBm56jrG2m0-NZtPidyijjb6nEvj0Nc87R31p6L8Zd0JRxU6zV0IyOaNJIIXHQ?obfsgid=103331439879835980546&email=jimgibson6237@gmail.com&pli=1&key=TWVNOWo5QkQ2ck9BcG53aW5XZTU1Wk9GS3l3UmFR
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPxKBm56jrG2m0-NZtPidyijjb6nEvj0Nc87R31p6L8Zd0JRxU6zV0IyOaNJIIXHQ?obfsgid=103331439879835980546&email=jimgibson6237@gmail.com&pli=1&key=TWVNOWo5QkQ2ck9BcG53aW5XZTU1Wk9GS3l3UmFR
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPxKBm56jrG2m0-NZtPidyijjb6nEvj0Nc87R31p6L8Zd0JRxU6zV0IyOaNJIIXHQ?obfsgid=103331439879835980546&email=jimgibson6237@gmail.com&pli=1&key=TWVNOWo5QkQ2ck9BcG53aW5XZTU1Wk9GS3l3UmFR
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPxKBm56jrG2m0-NZtPidyijjb6nEvj0Nc87R31p6L8Zd0JRxU6zV0IyOaNJIIXHQ?obfsgid=103331439879835980546&email=jimgibson6237@gmail.com&pli=1&key=TWVNOWo5QkQ2ck9BcG53aW5XZTU1Wk9GS3l3UmFR
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPxKBm56jrG2m0-NZtPidyijjb6nEvj0Nc87R31p6L8Zd0JRxU6zV0IyOaNJIIXHQ?obfsgid=103331439879835980546&email=jimgibson6237@gmail.com&pli=1&key=TWVNOWo5QkQ2ck9BcG53aW5XZTU1Wk9GS3l3UmFR
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPxKBm56jrG2m0-NZtPidyijjb6nEvj0Nc87R31p6L8Zd0JRxU6zV0IyOaNJIIXHQ?obfsgid=103331439879835980546&email=jimgibson6237@gmail.com&pli=1&key=TWVNOWo5QkQ2ck9BcG53aW5XZTU1Wk9GS3l3UmFR
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 May 6 ALES Contest — Report by Chris Staats 

After a long, wet spring, it was a great day for the first flyable ALES event of 2023.  Light winds and tight thermals 

made for a fun and challenging event.  11 flyers arrived for the pilot’s meeting which began promptly at 9:00am. 

We were able to fly seven rounds of three flight groups.  In Round 1 flight groups were assigned by random selec-

tion, with the remaining rounds assigned in order of the pilot’s running contest score.  Launch height for the  

entire day was set to 150 meters.  Flight tasks were 3, 5 ,7 ,9, 11, 13 and 10 minutes flown in that order.   Up to 50 

points were available each round by spot landing, with double landing points awarded for flight times of 3.00 

minutes or less, in the first round. 

Required task times were easily reached for most flyers until round four when the task times were getting more 

difficult, as lift became more challenging to find.  By the end of the day only one pilot managed to complete the 

task time in all rounds. 

If you were unable to attend this event, I hope to see you at our next ALES event, Sunday June 4th. 

 
Pilot Score Pct

Lance Olsen 7158 100.00%

Bill Keenan 6856 95.78%

Tom Brightbill 6811 95.15%

Chris Staats 6772 94.61%

Richard Van Dijk 6703 93.64%

Mike Skeen 6632 92.65%

Jim Gibson 6528 91.20%

Brian Bennett 6483 90.57%

Dan Fielder 6341 88.59%

Ken Eaton 6318 88.26%

Terry Erickson 5660 79.07%

CD 
Hard at Work 

2nd Place 
Bill Keenan 

3rd Place 
Tom Brightbill 

1st Place 
Lance Olson 
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 May 7 F3RES Contest — Report by Mike Skeen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rain and wind were forecast for our first contest of the year, but we ended up having great 
weather, with comfortable temps and light winds. Wind was generally from the south but frequent 
thermals often turned the wind around making launches much more challenging. The nine pilots 
were divided up into three groups of three, and six rounds were flown. This format worked well 
and we had the usual shifting of group members as each round was completed. By the final 
round it was a real battle between Bill and Jim for the top spot. Conditions were tough, but Jim 
was able to work a low level bubble to get the six minute bonus, which pushed him to the top. 
Kyle’s new design was beautifully built, technically advanced, and showed great promise. Unfor-
tunately it experienced a launch problem in the final round and suffered major damage. Hopeful-
ly he will be able to repair it. 

 

 

Pilot Score Plane 

Jim Gibson 5741 X-Dream 

Bill Keenan 5662 Slite 

Mike Skeen 5357 X-Dream 

Dan Fieldler 5268 Samba Evo 

Chris Staats 5219 Multiple Gliders 

Dave Anderson 5105 Yellow Jacket 

Robin Robinson 4953 Highly modified Chrysalis Lite 

Kyle Kroker 4900 Own Design 

Terry Erickson 3822 Ro-8 wing/own fuse 
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 May 13 Scale Aerotow — Report by Jim Gibson 

Last Saturday was our first aerotow of the season at the Molalla RC Association field in Molalla, OR. We had hot 

weather (for Oregon) with a forecast high of 92 degrees as well as the east wind picking up in the afternoon. We 

were able to get started early and everyone was satisfied by noon with the amount of flying they got in. The towing 

was done by Martin with his recently completed Hangar 9 Carbon Cub FX-3 sporting a DLE-222 up front. Our club 

finally has a tug with capability to tow everything that club members bring out to the field. It's a great tug and we're 

lucky to have it available for towing.  

Yes, a 50% KA6  
will fit in a Tesla 
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 May 20 Handlaunch Contest — No Report  

 May 21 GPS Triangle Racing Practice Day and Fun-Fly  
Report by Martin Baumer 

I decided to turn the Multitask event into a GPS triangle racing day and fun-fly. It is sort of the modern-day version 
of what we used to do in F3B/Multitask and now that a few of us are equipped for it, and we are planning to make 
the trip to Montague shortly, we used the opportunity to get a little more practice. We were joined by a good 
turnout of members, some bringing something to fly, and some bringing chairs for socializing.  
 
David, I believe had some equipment troubles, so his light-class sailplane remained on the ground. As mentioned, 
Jim handed the transmitter to him for a few laps and they both commented on the great flying qualities of the 

Paradigm. That should get Dave motivated to finish 
his. 
 
It turned out to be a very pleasant day. With the over-
cast, the temperature was much more Oregon-like 
than in recent days. 
 
 
Jim Gibson brought a Pike Paradigm that he  
completed recently. It has a 4.7m wingspan, is electric 
powered, and is designed specifically for GPS triangle 
racing in the sport class. Jim flew a couple of rounds, 
handing the transmitter to David Portwood for some 
of the laps. Despite that, he did the best flight of the 
day with 7 laps and an average speed of  
31.3 km/h under an overcast day. That is a 7-mile flight 
not counting the distance covered while circling. 
 
 
 
Jim also brought his electric tug in order to get my 13-
lb Salto in the air. That worked very well. I flew two 
flights in the scale class to try out the equipment and 
to make sure I can see the sailplane when I am round-
ing the corners. Everything worked fine but flying the 
Salto is a high-workload endeavor due to its lack of 
lateral stability. I then switched to my Kappa and flew 
a few rounds in the light class. Here is my best flight 
that day with 5 laps:  
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Portland 
Area 
Sailplane  
Society 

PASS 
P.O. Box 115 
Molalla, OR  97038 

Upcoming Events: 

NOTE:  Event calendar subject to change.  Changes to the calendar will 
be sent via email as they become available.  Contact Jim Gibson at  
jimgibson6237@gmail.com or the event CD with questions. 

Saturday, June 10, 2023 

F3RES Contest #2 – 9:30am 

Tuesday, June 13, 2023 

PASS Monthly Meeting @ TBD 

Saturday, June 17, 2023 

LSF Thermalitis Contest – 9:00am 

Sunday, June 18, 2023 

LSF Thermalitis Contest – 9:00am 

Sunday, June 25, 2023 

Scale Aerotow @ ??? 

Saturday, July 8, 2023 

ALES Tournament – 9:00am 

Sunday, July 9, 2023 

ALES Tournament – 9:00am 

Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

PASS Monthly Meeting @ TBD 

mailto:jimgibson6237@gmail.com
mailto:jimgibson6237@gmail.com

