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Inside this issue: 

July 2023 
Newsletter of  the 
Portland Area Sailplane Society 

Note:  The field is located in St. Paul across from the rodeo 
 stadium.  See the detailed map on Page 2 of this newsletter for 
field details and flying restrictions.   

 
Club Officers & Officials 

President 
Bruce Rose 503-848-2228 

Vice President 
Keith Ragsdale  503-680-2427 

Treasurer 
Tom Culmsee  503-358-8421 

Secretary 
Tom Fowler  503-799-5164 

Director 
Martin Baumer  503-560-0492 

Director 
Ken Eaton  541-206-7344 

Contest Coordinator 
Jim Gibson  503-669-7271 

Safety Coordinator 
Tom Culmsee  503-358-8421 

Librarian 
(Position Open) 

Web Page Editor 
Tom Culmsee  503-358-8421  

Newsletter Editor 
Jim Gibson  503-669-7271 

jimgibson6237@gmail.com 
New Club Website 

Passoaring.org 

 
PASS Meeting Notice July 11th: 
The club meeting will be on Tuesday the 11th.  The meeting will 
be at the St. Paul field with FREE dinner provided by the club for 
all attendees!  Dinner will be at 6:30pm with the meeting to  
follow.  Come early and do some late afternoon/evening flying. 
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St. Paul Field 

NO FLY ZONE-Revised 06-01-21 
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 June 3 Hand Launch Contest — Report by Craig Robinson 

Another perfect day for getting together with great friends and flying HL Gliders! 
 
Cooler temps overnight and continued warming to a high of 80 degrees produced great lift for most rounds. Strong 
thermals to spec-out height in very short order were common and a light prevailing NW breeze was the norm for 
most heats. 
 
We flew seeded round heats, based on cumulative scores. Everyone had some great flights to remember and of 
course, a few we would like to forget. Huge congrats to Scott for his 1st place finish!  
 
Thanks to all for a memorable day of flying together! Let’s do it again in July. 
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 June 4 ALES Contest — Report by Chris Staats 

A beautiful spring day greeted us for our second flyable ALES contest of 2023.  Light winds and an early threat of 
sprinkle gave way to partly sunny skies, and challenging thermal activity.  While the thermals were very good at 
times, they were spread across both time and area, which made for a fun challenging event. 

9 flyers arrived for the pilot’s meeting which began promptly at 9:00am. 

We were able to fly six rounds of three flight groups.  In Round 1 flight groups were assigned by random selection, 
with the remaining rounds assigned in order of the pilot’s running contest score. 

Launch height for the entire day was set to 150 meters.   

The first two flight tasks were 5 and 7, followed by 4 rounds of “Vari-Task”, where the “A” flight group flew a 10 
minute task, the “B” flight group an 8 minute task, and the “C” flight group a 6 minute task. 

Richard was able bury his competition in multiple rounds making it difficult for the rest of us to keep up. 

In the end it was a challenging but very fun contest.  I hope to see you at the 2023 PASS ALES Tournament July 8th 
and 9th! 

Pilot Score Pct
Richard Van Dijk 5909 100.00%
Bill Keenan 5668 95.92%
Chris Staats 5454 92.30%
Terry Erickson 5356 90.64%
Tom Culmsee 5310 89.86%
Ken Eaton 5181 87.68%
Jason Hood 5163 87.38%
Lance Olson 5120 86.65%
John Long 3982 67.39%  
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 June 10 F3RES Contest — Report by Mike Skeen 

 

Despite some regulars being out of town, we had a spirited day of competition with pleasant temps and plenty of 
wind to get great launches.  The lift was crazy powerful at times and Dave reached altitudes higher than I can ever 
remember seeing. Other rounds you couldn’t buy a thermal and scratching out the last few seconds determined 
the winner. Congrats to Mark on his new plane. His initial pop off problems were solved by the collective help of 
the group and he was getting great launches by the 5th round. We flew nine rounds and Dave’s consistency won 
the day. 

 

 

 

 

Pilot Score Plane 
Dave Anderson 8129 Yellow Jacket 

Mike Skeen 7616 X-Dream 
Chris Staats 7406 Samba Evo 
Mark Neinstadt 5430 Yellow Jacket 
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GPS Sport/Scale/SLS Nationals — Report by Jim Gibson 

Four of us — Martin Baumer, Tom Brightbill, Jim Gibson and David Portwood traveled to Montague, CA for the 
U.S. GPS Nationals that were held June 5—10.  The event attracted some of the best fliers on the west coast as 
well as participants from New Zealand, Slovenia, Arizona and Texas.  It was a great opportunity for us to learn 
from the best as to how to fly and compete in GPS Triangle Racing.   Results & more photos can be found here: 
Sport Class:  RCModelspot Sport Class 
Scale Class:  RCModelspot Scale Class 





 

 
Page 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thermalsearch Will Feature Special Event to 
Honor Kevin Martin 
Contest Organizers Welcome Everyone on July 29th 
By Tom Culmsee 

PASS will be honoring the service and memory of Kevin Martin at the upcoming Thermalsearch contest. This  
special version of the contest will be held Saturday, July 29th and continues through Sunday the 30th. (See  
updated Contest Flyer in this issue.) On Saturday at noon, we will have a special event in Kevin’s honor. We also 
expect to have several of his family members in attendance including his daughter Kelley. Everyone who knew 
Kevin is invited for the noon event and to partake of the free lunch, even if you are not able to participate in the 
contest itself. 

Kevin founded and directed this event for every year since its inception over 30 years ago. He was also an  
advocate and skilled competitor in the RES (Rudder-Elevator-Spoiler) class gliders. Thus we thought it  
appropriate to encourage this class this year so all RES entries will be FREE and all participants will receive a  
special laser engraved memorial coaster. Please come join us and help honor our lost friend Kevin. 
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Portland 
Area 
Sailplane  
Society 

PASS 
P.O. Box 115 
Molalla, OR  97038 

Upcoming Events: 

NOTE:  Event calendar subject to change.  Changes to the calendar will 
be sent via email as they become available.  Contact Jim Gibson at  
jimgibson6237@gmail.com or the event CD with questions. 

Saturday, July 8, 2023 
ALES Tournament – 9:00am 
Sunday, July 9, 2023 
ALES Tournament – 9:00am 
Tuesday, July 11, 2023 
PASS Monthly Meeting @ St. Paul Field – 6:30pm 
Sunday, July 16, 2023 
Handlaunch Contest – 9:00am 
Tuesday, July 18, 2023 
Scale Aerotow @ MRCA Field – 9:30am 
Sunday, July 23, 2023 
F3RES Contest – 9:00am 
Saturday, July 29, 2023 
Thermal Search Contest –10:00am 
Sunday, July 30, 2023 
Thermal Search Contest – 10:00am 
Saturday, August 5, 2023 
ALES Contest – 9:00am 
Tuesday, August 8, 2023 
PASS Monthly Meeting @ TBD 


