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Inside this issue: 

September 2023 
Newsletter of  the 
Portland Area Sailplane Society 

Note:  The FAA approved FRIA field is located in St. Paul across 
from the rodeo stadium.  See the detailed map on Page 2 of this 
newsletter for field details and flying restrictions.   

 
Club Officers & Officials 

President 
Bruce Rose 503-848-2228 

Vice President 
Keith Ragsdale  503-680-2427 

Treasurer 
Tom Culmsee  503-358-8421 

Secretary 
Tom Fowler  503-799-5164 

Director 
Martin Baumer  503-560-0492 

Director 
Ken Eaton  541-206-7344 

Contest Coordinator 
Jim Gibson  503-669-7271 

Safety Coordinator 
Tom Culmsee  503-358-8421 

Librarian 
(Position Open) 

Web Page Editor 
Tom Culmsee  503-358-8421  

Newsletter Editor 
Jim Gibson  503-669-7271 

jimgibson6237@gmail.com 
New Club Website 

Passoaring.org 

NEW MEETING LOCATION 
PASS Meeting Notice September 12th: 
The club meeting will be on Tuesday the 12th.  The meeting  
location starting last month and for the rest of the year is at a 
different Round Table Pizza from the one we have met at in the 
past.  Gather about 6:30 and meeting starts at 7:00pm. 
  Round Table Pizza 
  16444 Boones Ferry Road 
  Lake Owego, OR  97035 
  503-636-3350 
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 PASS August 8 Meeting Notes— Report by Tom Fowler 

Meeting called to order by Tom C. At 7:14 at Round Table Pizza on Boones Ferry Road.  The new meeting place 

was given a ’thumbs up’ by all who attended.  

The guests are Ken H. and he shared some of his experience flying.  He would like help with programming his 

transmitter.  

Scott shared about the hand launch contest that had 4 contestants.   The CD had 6 rounds and 6 tasks: 1,2,3,4-

minute flights ending with 2 flights to total 4-minuites, all up last down launching to start and there was a max 3 

minutes for the 2 flights.  

Next hand launch is this coming Saturday, August 12th.  

Aero tow report: July fun fly was at the Molalla RC fields with not too many thermal. Tom B. Has a monster KA6. 

Martin B. Was the tow plane pilot.   A 3-day event is coming up August 18,19, 20 at Gillette field with a grass 

landing strip.   Normally good thermals occur there.   Last Scale Fun Fly for the season is Sept. 12th and that falls 

on a Tuesday.  

Jim is getting a classic scale sailplane made by master craftsmen, Fred China.  It has a 4.6-meter wingspan.  

F3Res 3 weeks ago had the best thermals ever for the 2-meter planes. The contest consisted of 6 rounds with 10-

minute tasks.  Many maxed out their time.  Landing points won the day.  The last F3Res contest is  

September 24th.  

The Kevin Martin Memorial contest was great with BIG turnout and great lift.  The event was held on Saturday, 

August 5th and we had a nice catered lunch arranged by Tom C. A special part of the celebration of life event was 

the spreading of Kevin’s ashes over the flying field from one of his sailplanes, piloted by Jason Hood.  Kevin’s 

daughter was there and was greatly touched by the event.  

The ALES contest was last Saturday with overcast conditions which resulted in shorter flight times in the rounds 

before lunch.  After lunch the thermals were better.  6 rounds of 10-minute duration goal and a spot landing.  

However, there was a catch: No points if you went over the 10-minute window.  

There is an upcoming 2-day ALES contest at Carnation site in Seattle, WA this coming weekend.   Tom C. Is plan-

ning on going along with Mike S. and other serious contenders.  

Treasure’s report: will be available at the next meeting. We are solvent with. Over $7,000 in the account.  

Tom c. Had some Allen Halleck stuff: Sig riser free and a Fun Cub for $125 plus and plugin switches for only $2 

each.  

Terry had some used dental bits for give away for use in your Dremel Tool.  

Our Saint Paul Flying Field layout has changed to meet the FRIA requirements.  The website picture has been up-

dated with this new layout.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
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 June 17-18 Thermalitis — Report by Tom Culmsee 

Thermalitis Contest a Time Travel Mystery 
 

The 2023 LSF Regionals and PASS Thermalitis contest was indeed held on Saturday, June 17th in good conditions. 

Temperatures were a bit cool, but overall mild with plenty of thermal activity. Unfortunately a nasty weather sys-

tem was to arrive on Sunday forcing the CD into a controversial decision. The solution - time travel the pilots into 

Sunday and back again, kind of like the “Philadelphia Experiment” only without guys arms and legs melded in with 

wings and fuselages. That way we could get the necessary three rounds flown and make a legitimate contest. The 

delicate temporal adjustments were successful and we managed to get in five rounds for the Saturday flying and 

then another three for “Sunday”. That way all the trophy glasses pre-made and expertly lasered by our own Chris 

Staats (Thank You!!) didn’t need to be tossed in the dumpster of forgotten rained-out contests.  

Here were the results . . .  

 

 

SATURDAY 
Pilot Name   Class Total 
Jason Hood   RES  4,826 
Ken Eaton   RES   5  << yes he did 
Tracy Erdman   Expert  4,907 
Chris Staats   Expert 4,906 
Rex Grace    Expert 4,894 
Tom Culmsee   Expert 4,819 
Jason Hood   Expert 4,767 
Ken Eaton    Expert 4,718 
David Portwood   Expert 4,615 
Tom Brightbill  Expert  4,601 
Richard Van Dijk   Expert 4,585 
John Burke    Expert 4,555 
Keith Ragsdale   Expert 1,756 
LANCE Olson   Comp  4,744 
Dewey Maroney   Comp  4,356 
Terry Erickson   Comp  2,704 
Chris Staats   2-M  4,834 
Tom Brightbill   2-M  4,770 
Keith Ragsdale   2-M   4,452 

SUNDAY 
Pilot Name   Class  Total 
Jason Hood   RES  2,906 
Tom Culmsee   Expert 2,973 
Tom Brightbill   Expert 2,929 
Rex Grace    Expert 2,897 
Ken Eaton    Expert 2,888 
Jason Hood   Expert 2,790 
Tracy Erdman   Expert 2,629 
David Portwood  Expert 2,534 
Chris Staats   Expert 2,411 
John Burke    Expert 1,767 
LANCE Olson   Comp  2,918 
Dewey Maroney   Comp  2,565 
Chris Staats   2-M  2,420 
Tom Brightbill   2-M  1,600 



 

 
Page 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Page 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
Page 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 August 5 ALES Contest — Report by Chris Staats 

A very calm, warm, overcast morning greeted us for our August ALES contest.  11 flyers arrived for the pilot’s 

meeting which began promptly at 9:00am.We were able to fly six rounds of three flight groups.  In Round 1 flight 

groups were assigned by random selection, with the remaining rounds assigned in order of the pilot’s running con-

test score.  We tried a new format for this contest which for now and in the future will be known as “F5J light”.  All 

rounds in F5J light have 10 minutes task times.  Flight scores are nor-

malized within each flight group, and both a landing bonus and a 

launch bonus are added to the normalized flight score for the re-

sulting round score.  No landing bonus is awarded if the flight time 

exceeds the task time.  The landing bonus is determined by our  

normal 50-point spot landing method.  The launch bonus is deter-

mined by the contestant’s launch height in each round, 0 points for a 

200-meter launch, 50 points for a 150-meter launch, and 100 points 

for a 100-meter launch.    Due to the air conditions in the first couple 

of rounds, it was very difficult to reach 10 minutes from a 150-meter 

launch, however it was possible, and those who took the risk and 

were successful, quickly rose to the top of the leaderboard.  After our 

lunch break, the skies cleared, and more thermal activity arrived.  This brought about a mix of launch strategies, 

some attempting to make up ground, some being careful to protect their leads.  In the end it was a fun and challeng-

ing contest format, which you will see again in the future.  I hope to see you at the next ALES event on September 

10th.  If you are not flying ALES you are really missing out! 

Pilot Score Pct

Tom Culmsee 6484 100.00%

Ken Eaton 6481 99.95%

Jim Gibson 6321 97.49%

Lance Olson 6052 93.34%

Bill Keenan 5980 92.23%

Martin Baumer 5942 91.64%

Dave Anderson 5797 89.40%

Chris Staats 5643 87.03%

Terry Erickson 5201 80.21%

Tom Fowler 4880 75.26%

Brian Bennett 4815 74.26%

1st Place 

Tom Culmsee 

2nd Place 

Ken Eaton 

3rdPlace 

Jim Gibson 
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August 12 Handlaunch  — Report by Craig Robinson 

Another perfect day for getting together with great friends and flying HL Gliders! 

Forecast called for 80 degrees and 4 mph NW winds to start and 90 degrees with 9 mph wind by 3:00 pm. It did 
reach the predicted temperature high but the higher wind didn’t quite get there. Regardless, the thermals were 
moving quickly. 

Lift was surprisingly weak with very few boomers and high-altitude flights. Sink however, was quite strong if you 
happened to search the wrong area! I managed to test it several times, just to confirm. 

We flew 7 rounds with Task L, ONE Flight, 9:59 minute max added at the end. Group A winner had a 1:02 flight! 
Group B was won with an 8:32 flight that effectively buried everyone else in the group…  

Everyone had some great flights to remember, including some nice low saves. Huge congrats to Scott for his dom-
inant 1st place finish! Nice flying Scott! 

We increased the entry fee to $10 with the goal of donating to the US WC team. Although we didn’t raise a huge 
sum, maybe it will get them a meal or some gas in the tank. Best of luck to our great team! 

Thanks to all for a memorable day of flying together! Let’s do it again in September! 
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 August 18-20 Scale Aerotow— Report Jim Gibson 

The August 18-20 aerotow at Gillette Field is now in the books. Fortunately, the 100+ degree weather we were expe-
riencing earlier in the week moderated considerably to more normal summer temps in the 80's - to low 90's. We had 
15 pilots fly some or all days with Saturday being the best day of the three. The field is oriented east-west and a 
pesky north cross wind on Friday cut into our afternoon flying. On Sunday wildfire smoke blew in from the numerous 
fires in the Pacific NW and tempered the thermal activity, but resulted in very smooth air for flying. 
 
The towing duties were handled mainly by Jim Dotson with his Pawnee and backup provided by Scott Marnoch and 
Rick Shelby. Thank you, guys!! Jim did a great job of towing and was really able to get some air time on his new Paw-
nee.  A few photos are included bellow which, unfortunately, don’t capture  the variety of sailplanes that were flown. 
 
I'm unashamedly biased, but Gillette Field is far and away the best aerotow and soaring site we have in the NW. On 
top of that the field owner is a full-size pilot himself and enjoys having us at the field every year. The owner is in-
stalling an irrigation system the length of the 3500+ ft runway to handle the discharge water from his business which 
will certainly green up the grass runway during the summer months. 
 
Here’s a link to a short compilation video put together by Gene Cope: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZPdKar9kkg 
 
The last aerotow of the year is Tuesday, September 12 at Green Trees Ranch Airport. 
Hope to see you there! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZPdKar9kkg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZPdKar9kkg
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Portland 
Area 
Sailplane  
Society 

PASS 
P.O. Box 115 
Molalla, OR  97038 

Upcoming Events: 

NOTE:  Event calendar subject to change.  Changes to the calendar will be sent via email as 
they become available.  Contact Jim Gibson at jimgibson6237@gmail.com  
or the event CD with questions. 

Sunday, September 10, 2023 

ALES Contest – 9:00am 

Tuesday, September 12, 2023 

Scale Aerotow @ Green Trees Ranch Airport – 9:30am 

Tuesday, September 12, 2023 

PASS Monthly Meeting @ Round Table Pizza – 7:00pm 

Saturday, September 23, 2023 

Thermal Deathmatch– 9:00am 

Sunday, September 24, 2023 

F3RES Contest – 9:30am 

Saturday, September 30, 2023 

Handlaunch Contest – 10:00am 

Tuesday, October 10, 2023 

PASS Monthly Meeting @ Round Table Pizza – 7:00pm 

Sunday, October 15, 2023 

RES Contest – 10:00am   [Last Scheduled Contest of the Year!] 

mailto:jimgibson6237@gmail.com

